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formed one of the chapters of the French Revolution. As to asserting for themselves a national position, that is a folly of which, in their wildest moments, they have never dreamed.
The essay on the Secret History of Pro-copius takes a moderate and sensible view of a much contested subject. Far more attractive is one upon the Reminiscences of Professor Creuzer, the author of the once famous Sym-bolik. It contains a passage curious in several ways, first because it shows that Renan believed the Greeks to have done more in music than most musicians would concede, and secondly, in that it betrays the fact that this heaven-stormer preferred the old chants of the Church to all other musical compositions!
" Combien de personnes, si elles etaient sin-ceres, avoueraient de meme qu'elles preferent a toute la musique de 1'Italie et meme de 1'Alle-magne une belle psalmodie, le rhythme de ces vieilles hymnes qui ont conserve leur physio-nomie primitive! Et apres tout, n'auraient-elles pas, au besoin, une theorie pour justifier cette preference? Qu'est-ce que la musique d'eglise (je ne parle pas de la musique sacrilege qui, de nos jours, usurpe ce nom ; j'entends le plain-chant dans sa large et naive simplicite),